* )

lZDIHA

R

IRAQ PRIVATE SECTOR GROWTH AND EMPLOYMENT GENERATION

03 June 2006

IZDIHAR Trade News

Welcome to IZDIHAR Trade News, a regular
newsletter about Iraqi trade issues. Through this
newsletter, we will share with you information
and news about trade, the World Trade Organiza-
tion, and lIraq’s progress towards joining the

WTO.

Agriculture Negotiations & WTO System
Training

In April, IZDIHAR organized a successful train-
ing course in Geneva for 11 officials from the
Ministry of Agriculture's WTO Committee.
IZDIHAR organized a series of presentations on
technical aspects of joining the WTO, Agriculture
negotiations and agriculture subsidies. In parallel
with the training, meetings were arranged be-
tween the participants and several missions and
trade-related organizations in Geneva. The par-
ticipants also attended the Informal Agriculture
Negotiations Session at the WTO.

Trademark Training

The trademark training [ZDIHAR provided for 23
senior officials from the Ministry of Industry and
Minerals (MIM) on May 16-17, 2006 was a great
success. The IZDIHAR Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) expert provided par-
ticipants with an overview of the
WTO Agreements. Thereafter, the
expert went through the WTO’s
Agreement on Trade Related As-
pects of Intellectual Property
(TRIPS), explaining key aspects
and requirements under the Agree-
ment. In particular, the presenta-
tion covered all aspects of trade-
marks, geographical indications
and issues pertaining to the enforcement of IPR
law in Iraq.
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Customs Training

I[ZDIHAR, in coordination with BearingPoint, is
organizing a training course in Erbil between 29
May and 1 June. The goal of the training is to
assist Erbil Customs officials and Customs Po-
lice in understanding and applying the recently
approved Customs Modernization Plan. The
training will include presentations on commer-
cial fraud, risk assessment and intelligence, and
the World Customs Organization's (WCO) re-
quirements for risk-based controls and informa-
tion gathering.
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