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IZDIHAR Trade News

Welcome to IZDIHAR Trade News, a regular
newsletter about Iraqi trade issues. Through this
newsletter, we will share with you information
and news about trade, the World Trade Organi-
zation, and Iraq’s progress towards joining the
WTO.

Ag Negotiations & WTO System Training
IZDIHAR is organizing a training course for the
Ministry of Agriculture's (MOA) WTO Commit-
tee. This training, "Ag Negotiations and the
WTO System," will take place in Geneva from
19 to 26 April 2006. The training will focus on
international trade law and trade negotiations,
and the Agreement on Agriculture (AOA). In
addition the delegation will participate in a spe-
cial session of The WTO Agricultural Commit-
tee and will visit several missions and organiza-
tions, including the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Agency for International
Trade Information and Cooperation (AITIC), the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment (UNCTAD), and the International Trade
Centre (ITC). The delegation will spend an en-
tire day at the WTO where they will attend sev-
eral presentations on WTO principles, agree-
ments, and the accession process.

Trademark Training

IZDIHAR is planning to organize a training
course on trademarks for the Ministry of Indus-
try and Minerals (MIM) in Baghdad at the end of
May 2006. The training course will be attended
by approximately 30 officials from MIM and
will cover all aspects of trademarks and geo-

graphical indications and will focus on
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the obligation of acceding countries to the WTO
under the agreement on Trade Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). The
main goal of the training is to broaden the par-
ticipants' understanding of trademarks, and is-
sues of implementation and enforcement of
Iraq’s Trademark Law. Furthermore, the knowl-
edge acquired during the training is expected to
allow the participants to improve the effective-
ness of their work and contribute to the protec-
tion and implementation of Trademark Law in
Iraq.

Obstacles to Intra-Arab Trade

The "Challenges and Future Ambitions" Confer-
ence held recently in Doha, Qatar addressed a
number of obstacles that prohibit intra-Arab
trade from reaching its true potential such as
customs procedures, administrative barriers, tar-
iffs on goods, quality standards, and poor trans-
portation infrastructure. Participants in the con-
ference underscored the need for Arab countries
to look at trade in both goods and services, to
diversify their industries, to develop strategies to
become more competitive and to create harmo-
nized tariff structures and administrative proce-
dures.
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