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IZDIHAR Trade News

Welcome to IZDIHAR Trade News, a regular
newsletter about Iraqi trade issues. Through
this newsletter, we will share with you
information and news about trade, the World
Trade Organization, and Iraq’s progress
towards joining the WTO.

Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA)
The European Union is to launch negotiations
on a Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA)
with Iraq and has already approved the TCA
mandate. The negotiations are anticipated to
begin in Brussels later this year. The TCA
negotiations will mark the start of closer
economic and trade ties between the EU and
Iraq, and will emphasize trade in goods and
services, investment promotion, human
development, poverty reduction, environmental
protection, and human rights. The EU also
anticipates the opening of a European
Commission Office in Baghdad soon.

METR Questions

Iraq is now in the final stages of answering
questions about its Memorandum of Foreign
Trade Regime (MFTR). The MFTR covers all
aspects of Iraq’s trade and legal regime and
was submitted to the WTO in September 2005.
WTO Members use responses to their MFTR
questions to form the basis of detailed fact-
finding prior to the start of accession
negotiations. Answering these questions is an
important stage in the WTO accession process.
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Next Stages of WTO Accession

IZDIHAR is providing technical assistance to
help several Iraqi ministries draft the WTO
accession documentations ACC4 (Agriculture),
ACCS (Services), ACC8 (SPS and TBT), and
ACC9 (Intellectual Property).These documents
are normally submitted after all the questions
on the MFTR have been answered and focus in
depth on these important trade topics.
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